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Mother’s Day 
We recently celebrated a delightful afternoon tea with the mums and significant others in the community. Once again, 
thank you Parents and Friends for the power of work completed behind the scenes. The family photos were a lovely 
touch.  
 
NAPLAN 
Our Years 3 and 5 children participated in NAPLAN over the past fortnight. We congratulate all the children who 
approached it in such a positive manner and did the best they could. It can be a challenge to sit and concentrate for 
such a long time, but everyone did a great job. Miss McPherson and Mrs Box did a magnificent job preparing and 
supporting the children, ensuring a positive and low key environment. Thank you Mrs Box for all your organisintion of 
NAPLAN over the past fortnight!  
 
Curriculum Days 
Two curriculum days were recently endorsed by School Council. I wanted to confirm these dates as soon as possible 
as I appreciate care arrangements need to be made. 
The curriculum days (pupil free) will take place on Friday 10th June (report writing) and Monday 20th June 
(curriculum planning). 
We don't normally have two curriculum days a term. This has come about as the new teaching agreement states each 
staff member has access to one day out of the classroom to complete work related to teaching and learning. As there 
is a great deal of illness and staffing pressures across the system, the Department has stated that for this term staff 
will have the same day out of the classroom and it will be allocated as an extra curriculum day. 
 
Positive Start Program 
The Victorian Government is taking action to re-engage primary and secondary students and boost their physical and 
emotional health and wellbeing in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic through the $112.9 million Positive Start in 
2022 initiative. 
Students who attend a government or low-fee non-government school will get a positive start in 2022 with access to 
additional camps, swimming programs, sports programs and cultural experiences. 
After two years of disruption to their schooling, friendships and connections with learning, the initiative will help to 
get students back into the world and experience the richness of Victorian life and culture. 
Through Positive Start, students will have more opportunities to attend camps with their peers and enjoy adventure 
activities such as abseiling, canoeing and rope courses. They will be able to visit museums, zoos, and galleries, and get 
involved in the visual arts, music production, drama and sport workshops. 

Positive Start in 2022 is all about reconnecting and helping school communities to join in the rich activities 
on offer to connect with friends and schools again. 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



Funding breakdown: 
$84.3 million for the delivery of free camps during 2022 targeting those students who wouldn’t normally 
have the chance to attend a camp. 
$12.4 million will provide access to a broad range of arts, sporting and cultural programs and experiences in 
2022.  
This will provide fully subsidised places for students across the various programs, which will boost their 
engagement and motivation and help rebuild their connections with friends, teachers and communities. 
$16.3 million additional funding through the Swimming in Schools initiative to provide swimming and water 
safety education for students. 
 
Whole School Camp 
As Part of the Positive Start Program, I have been able to secure a whole school camp free of cost to families! A free 
camp is an amazing opportunity that is a first in my time in Education. It will take place at Log Cabin Camp in Creswick, 
towards the end of next term. The camp will incorporate the annual Prep/1 Sleepover. This will mean the younger 
children will have the support of all the teaching staff, siblings and their Buddies. More details will be communicated 
early next term.  
 
School Camp Costs 
We certainly appreciate that there are many costs of living expenses that impact families. While school camps are a 
rite of passage, provide many memorable moments and learning opportunities both socially and academically, they 
are becoming increasingly expensive. We always endeavour to source camps at a competitive cost, and provide a 
payment plan option. We have also recently been informed by bus companies that costs may nearly double for 
transport in the near future. It is now near impossible to access any camp at a cost of less than $300 per student.  
 
Hot Lunches 
Hot lunches have commenced and have been very popular. They will continue to take place each Monday during terms 
2 and 3.  
 
Work Experience 
We recently had Rohan, a former MBPS School Captain, complete his work experience in the Year 1/2 class. He was 
an asset to the class and the school. He enjoyed playing footy at lunchtime and dodgeball during Clubs. He connected 
with the children, and they loved having him around. 
 
School Leaders Report to School Council 
The start of term 2 has been busy, but good 
On Friday in week 1, students in Year 6 organsied an ANZAC Day assembly to commemorate the men and women who 
served in the war.  
All the students in the school have had fun in the first few weeks practicing for Athletics day. We did lots of rotations 
in our class groups and tried out everything before the actual day. The Athletics day was on Wednesday the 4th of May, 
none of us thought it was going to happen, but were excited when it did. We were able to do all the activities despite 
the weather. Yes, it was cold, yes it was raining throughout the day but we had heaps of fun.  
Then week 3 came and so did the dreaded NAPLAN. Students in Years 3 and 5 had to sit 4 tests over the weeks. Writing, 
Reading, Language conventions and Mathematics. This year they sat the tests on the computer, which was different. 
The students were relieved when it was over and celebrated with fruit kebabs.  
Clubs have continued at lunchtime. We have enjoyed time in the cubbies, art club and sports in the gym.  
On Friday the 6th of May, parents and Parents and Friends organized a Mother’s Day/Special persons afternoon tea, it 
was great to see so many special ladies attend.  
Thursday the students from Prep/1/2 went to Creswick North Primary School for a dinosaur incursion. It sounded fun! 
They saw fossils and bones and heard lots of interesting facts.  
Next week year 5/6 students will begin hot chocolates at lunchtimes for 50cents.  
 
Annual Report to the Community 
The Annual School Report is a summary of school progress over the previous year.  The Report briefly outlines the 
general operation of the school, then comments on the Student Achievement, Engagement and Wellbeing, and on 
school Productivity (resourcing).   
There is much to be proud of at Mount Blowhard Primary School. The annual report can be accessed from the school 
website or the general office. 



Years 4-6 Attitudes to School Survey 
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 
conducting a survey to find out what children in Years 4-6 thinks of our school.  
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to 
assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked 
about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in 
general.  
Children will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  The 
survey will be conducted during the first week of June.  
 
Open Days 
Please spread the word that our fantastic little school is holding open days on Monday 23rd May and Wednesday 8th 
June. The tours will take place at 9:30 am and 2:30 pm on each day. Please see our website or Facebook site for more 
details. Thank you Miss Bilton for organising Facebook and flyers. 
                      
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and positive efforts and behaviours of the 
children. Well-done, everyone!  

 
 
Principal’s Award 
Cleo Porter for being enthusiastic and giving 100% during spelling 
and reading time with Mr Walsh. 
Jimmy McKenna for his positive and enthusiastic attitude. He 
always enters the school with a smile! 
 
 
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  
 
 

 
Prep 
It has been a lovely fortnight in the Prep classroom. In Reading, we finished our Stories unit and spent a week deep 
diving into the fiction text ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’. We read a non-fiction text about owls to make sure 
we had sufficient background knowledge, and then used this to help us understand the fiction text.  
In Spelling, we learnt the letter name and sound for the letters j, w, z, and y. The Preps have now learnt the most 
common sound for all the letters in the alphabet. 
In Writing, we started working on writing words that have 4 sounds. We practised stretching the word really slowly to 
make sure we could hear all the sounds and didn’t miss any. We continued writing sentences that have a capital letter, 
finger spaces and a full stop.  
In Maths, we covered the topics of ordering numbers, ordinal numbers, and days of the week. It would be handy for 

students to practise saying the ordinal numbers and days of the week at home       
 
We were lucky enough to go on an excursion this week to Creswick North PS. The Melbourne Museum ran their 
‘Museum in a Van’ program where they taught students about dinosaurs and fossils. Students were very excited and 
learnt a lot of new information. All students were very well behaved and represented our school beautifully.  
 
Students of the Week: 
Charlotte – for always using manners and being polite 
Matilda – for setting herself a goal to use finger spaces in her writing and achieving it.  
 
Miss Bilton  ☺ 
 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 Year 1/2 
It has been a wonderful fortnight of learning in the Year 1/2 classroom. There was a great deal of excitement about 
our dinosaur excursion in Creswick on Thursday. Melbourne Museum were visiting with some fascinating moulded 
casts of dinosaur fossils along with some smaller real fossils that the students were able to handle. The large size of 
the fossils really put into perspective how massively large some dinosaurs were. The museum staff, who were 
biological scientists, ran a fascinating lesson and our students had many of their curious questions answered.  
In Reading, we have started Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. Our vocab words this week were: lean, fantastic, obstinate 
and scent. These words all came directly from the text.  
In Maths, we have been learning to recognise fractions of a shape. 
  
Students of the week: 

Ivy for using the spelling patterns that she knows in her writing.  
Cayden for his wonderfully neat writing. 
  
Mr Nettelbeck  
  
Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
We have had a busy fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. The Year 3 students have completed NAPLAN across the past two 
weeks. They should be extremely proud of their attitude and efforts! We celebrated at the end by having some 
delicious fruit kebabs (see photos). 
In Reading we have been enjoying a shared text called ‘The Changing Earth’. Students are enjoying building their 
knowledge of Geology and many new vocabulary words, such as dense, seismic wave, crust, exert, lofty, fault and 
trigger.  
In Writing, students have enjoyed writing stories and working on including all the important components; Sizzling start, 
problem and resolution.  
In Maths, we have created our own Fraction walls, using paper folding. We have also been learning about measuring 
length, perimeter and area. I would encourage you to ask your child to assist with any ‘measuring’ activities at home 
(for example: cooking, building and measuring heights).  
 
Students of the week: 
Beau for his efforts in writing and following the structure for a persuasive piece 
Evie G for her efforts in writing this week. Evie has fantastic ideas for story writing.  
 

Miss McPherson       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 5/6 

 A big shout out to the year 3 and 5 students who have taken part in NAPLAN over the last fortnight.  
NAPLAN tests are Reading, Writing (this year being narrative), conventions of Language and Numeracy. Students 
showed incredible persistence and determination during these sessions.  
We have continued reading our class novel, The Light Jar, we are getting towards the end of book. Students have 
demonstrated the ability to comfortably share their opinions and predictions of this book.  
In Maths we finalised our fractions unit as well as reviewing time including 12 and 24 hour time. We have looked at 
elapsed time (how long things take) and building timetables.  
Students are due to head to cross country tomorrow and I wish them luck. I know they will all do their very best.  
Next week we look forward to attending The Winter Sports day Soccer competition.  
 
Students of the week: 
Thomas for his hard work in Maths. Specifically working on multiples and factors.  
Abbey for approaching her learning with a positive attitude 
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

 
 

The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. 

Anyone is welcome to come along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be a current parent of the school! If you would 

like more information on playgroup, please contact Anita on 0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 3rd June 9am 

• Friday 6th August 9am 

• Friday 2nd September 9am 

  

Hello all! 
Wow – what a week. 
It was so great to see eight children in service enjoying our science club – complete with a very successful playground 
EGG DROP! 
The noise and excitement in the air after almost every experiment was great for Holly and I to see on the night. 
Don’t worry – clean up wasn’t as bad as it seemed. We hope the kids who took home their slime didn’t cover the cars! 
Over the coming weeks, we will look to organise a few more club days and we want your help – what kind of clubs 
would your children be interested in participating in? 
We will be bringing back our science club, but we are all about keeping things fresh and fun. 
I have trialled a few ‘stop motion’ storytelling sessions, so if you think anyone would be interested, we can do that for 
an afternoon! 
Hope to see you in service next week. 
Thanks, 
Josh  

 

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 



 JUNE 
Friday 3rd Playgroup, 9.00am 
Friday 10th Curriculum Day (report writing) 
Monday 13th Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Wednesday 15th Biggest Morning Tea, 10.30am 
Thursday 16th School Council meeting 
Monday 20th Curriculum Day (curriculum planning) 
Thursday 23rd School reports emailed home 
Friday 24th Last day of term 2, 2:30 pm finish 
 
JULY 
Monday 11th First day of Term 3 
Tuesday 12th Parent and Teacher interviews, 12.40pm to 6.00pm 
Thursday 14th Whole school Swimming Program commences 
Sunday 17th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
 
AUGUST 
Wednesday 3rd, Thursday 4th & Friday 5th Year 2/3/4’s Narmbool 
Camp 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 8th & Friday 9th Whole school Log Cabin Camp - Creswick 
 
October 
Sunday 9th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 

 
 

            
 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



  
 
 
 
    
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


