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Start of Term 
The children have settled seamlessly into the rhythm of a new term. Routines are established and learning is evident 
in every classroom. It’s warming to observe the caring, supportive and happy children in the classrooms and the yard.  
 
ANZAC Day Commemorative Ceremony  
Last Friday, our school leaders conducted a fitting whole school ANZAC Day commemorative assembly. 
On ANZAC Day, our School Captains and Vic Captains attended the Creswick RSL Commemorative Service. The school 
leaders completed a reading, laid a wreath and paid their respects to those who sacrificed so much. As always, the 
MBPS students were amazing ambassadors for the school and themselves. It was lovely to see other students from 
across the school also take the opportunity to attend the service!  

  
 
Athletics Day 
While the day was interspersed with drizzle in true MBPS spirit we soldiered on, made the most of the situation and 
supported each other.  
I thought it would be nice to share some feedback from one of our families attending the day for the first time. 
As grandparents, we were lucky enough to be present yesterday at the athletic sports. 
 
We would like to congratulate all the students and staff for their commitment to the day. We felt the school values of 
"Respect, Responsibility and Kindness were reinforced. Excellence although important the efforts of all were recognised. 
Particularly we noticed the positive encouragement by students of other students to be involved. This was also 
demonstrated by the staff who were aware of students who could have found it challenging to be involved and avoided 
events. It was a great team view.  We particularly noticed the friendliness and professionalism of staff.  
 
The involvement of so many parents was marvellous to see. 
 
Plenty of age group champions from MBPS on the day! 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



 

      
 

   
 
Reporting 
School reports will be emailed home on Thursday 23rd June. Parent and teacher interviews will take place on Tuesday 
12th July, the first week of next term.   
 
Buildings and Grounds  
An enormous amount of work was completed at the recent working bee to keep the school grounds maintained and 
looking fabulous! You might notice a lot of work was completed around the administration and gymnasium gardens. 
Thank you, Mr Nettelbeck, for organising the working bee and to the Kane, Humm, Griffin, Basham-Chibnall, Broome, 
Gilbert, Porter, Stewart, Byrne, Loader and Finnegan families for all your work on the day, or the day before! It was 
also great to have so many children helping on the day! 
As recommended by a recent arborist report, Ballarat City Council removed a number of large cypress trees from along 
the fence line beside the tanks.  

     
 
 
 
 



Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and positive efforts 
and behaviours of the children. Well-done, everyone!  
 
Principal’s Award 
Fletcher Griffin: For being super helpful! 
Lori Eldridge: For being resilient and overcoming her apprehension, particularly with high 
jump, at the athletics day. 

 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

 
Prep 
It has been a great start to the term in the Prep classroom! In Reading, we have been reading lots of different stories. 
This past week we have focused on reading folktales and learning that they are stories that were told orally from 
person to person. Some of the vocab words that we have learnt are: sly, abandon, terrified, swooped and perilous. 
In Writing, we have been working hard on writing sentences that have a capital letter, finger spaces and a full stop. In 
Spelling, we have learnt the letters and sounds k, l, r, u, and x. We also learnt about which letters are vowels and which 
letters are consonants. 
In Maths, we finished learning about addition problems and moved onto learning all the ways to make 3. This term we 
have welcomed Louise (Mrs Clark) into our classroom. She is currently studying education and is completing a 4-week 
placement with us.  
 
Congratulations to everyone on their efforts at Athletics Day! It was not only wonderful to see the great athletic skills 
but the great sportsmanship from students too. As always, MBPS students used lovely manners and supported each 
other throughout the day. 
 
Student of The Week:  
Leo for his hard work during our spelling lessons.  
 
Miss Bilton  ☺ 
 
 Year 1/2 
It has been a productive first fortnight in the Year 1/2 classroom, with students straight back into their learning. In 
Maths, we have revised how place value applies to larger numbers and have been learning to solve ‘groups of’ 
problems with skip counting. ‘Groups of’ lays the foundation for multiplication.  
In Reading, we have been learning about solids, liquids and gases. The whole class has loved reading science texts and 
have made lots of fascinating observations. We have explored the different arrangements of molecules within a solid, 
within a liquid and within a gas. Ask your child to explain how the molecules are arranged in these different states.  
In Writing, we have been learning how to use a colon within a scientific definition, before a list and before a bullet 
point list. 
 
Student of the week: 
Joey S for his information report on dinosaurs. Olivia for her consistently superb writing. 
  
Mr Nettelbeck  
  
Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
We’ve had a great start to Term 2 in the Year 3/4 classroom. It was great to see the students having fun and trying 
their best at Athletics Day on Wednesday. Maths Mates have started again for the Term, they are due each Friday.  
In Reading, we have started exploring our unit on Geology and reading about the earths changing surface.  
In Writing, we have been focusing on writing persuasive pieces. Students have learnt about how to structure their 
persuasive and use high modal words to convince their reader.  
In Maths, we have revisited place value and some of our times tables. We also learnt about square numbers. 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



I would like to give a shoutout to Anita Kane for contacting our class set of books for our next novel study. We 
appreciate your help – Thank you Anita! 
 
Students of the week: 
Alby for being a respectful class member and always putting in 100% effort. 
Jack J for always being a calm, kind and respectful member of our class.  
 

Miss McPherson       
 
Year 5/6 

What a busy fortnight it’s been to begin term 2. In the year 5/6 room we have achieved so much in such a short time. 
We started reading about ANZAC day and the importance of remembering the people that fought for our country.  
We began our reading our new class novel The Light Jar. Thank you to Mrs A and Samantha Porter for contacting some 
of the books. There is still 10 or so to do if anyone could help out. The book has started out great and the students 
seem to enjoy reading it.  
In Writing, we have been working on persuasive techniques and writing. All the students have completed some 
wonderful writing.  
Over the last week of Maths, we have been learning about fractions. Fractions are quite a tricky skill and the students 
have been great taking it all in.  
A big shout out to students who attended to Athletics day on Wednesday. The weather was awful, but the kids still 
tried their hardest and battled throughout the day. The Mount Blowhard students manners and sportsmanship should 
be congratulated.  
Next Tuesday students in years 3 and 5 take part in NAPLAN. I wish all the student’s luck as this can be an anxious time 
for some. All we ask is for students to try their best and that their best is always good enough.  
 
Student of The Week:  
Julius for approaching his learning experiences with positiveness, even with a broken finger.   
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

 
 

The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. 

Anyone is welcome to come along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be a current parent of the school! If you would 

like more information on playgroup, please contact Anita on 0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 3rd June 9am 

• Friday 6th August 9am 

• Friday 2nd September 9am 

Welcome to the start of the new term! The holidays have given us some time to reflect on the events of the past 3 

months and the things the school community have achieved. 

As Robert previously mentioned in the last school newsletter, the Movie Night was a great success! Despite being a 

little chilly, everyone seemed to have a lovely evening and enjoyed the comedy, music and charming storyline of         

Sing 2.  We had so many parents and children chip in to create a wonderful night! A big thanks to everyone who 

contributed to the evening.  Special mentions go to: 

- Robert Walsh, Zelma Brugger and the P&F Team. 

- All our amazing sponsors. 

- Holly Clark for organising the promotional material. 

- Hollie Doolan, Liz Charles, Michelle Kramer, Jane McErlain and Meg Humm for purchasing and organising all 

the food.  

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

Mt BLOWHARD PARENTS & FRIENDS 



- Anita Kane, Liz Charles, Damien McErlain and Catherine Chibnall for leading the allocated jobs within the whole 

school roster. 

- Jason Loader and Laura Box for sourcing prizes for the raffle. 

- Jonathan Nettelbeck for helping with set up. 

- All parents and children who performed jobs either leading up to or on the night. 

Incredibly, the movie night raised $ 4558.00. 

The Ascot Hall Dance was held on the 2nd of April. Thanks to Anita Kane and Michelle Kramer for cleaning the hall, and 

to Katherine Myers, Meg Humm and Catherine Chibnall for manning the door, selling raffle tickets and serving supper.  

While the money raised was only modest due to the numbers being lower than usual due to covid concerns ($118), a 

lovely evening was had, admiring the dancing prowess and supporting a local, long standing community event. 

By all reports, the Easter Egg Hunt organised by Robert on the last day of term, was lots of fun and appreciated by 

many!  Thanks to P&F for supplying the finances for the eggs, and to the staff for making the school environment so 

much fun!  On the Easter topic, thanks to Hollie Clark for organising the Easter raffle and to all those families who 

donated prizes. The raffle raised $ 754.00. 

Lastly, another fun night was had at the Musical Bingo Night, run by Max Hammond at Hop Temple on the 14th of April.  

Max does a wonderful job as the MC, running the evening and entertaining the crowd.  Thanks to Max for continuing 

to list MBPS as the beneficiary of the Musical Bingo Nights he coordinates.  We are extremely grateful to him and Hop 

Temple!  Thanks also to the Clark, Finnegan, Broome, Barling and Chibnall family for supporting this event. If you 

haven’t been to one yet, please consider the next MBPS Musical Bingo Night, as it’s an awesome night out!  

We look forward to our next P&F meeting, which will be held on Wednesday the 18th of May at 2.30pm. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OSHClub MT Blowhard is back for Term 2 – with an exciting calendar planned out! 
So far, we’ve had a number of children visit the service to learn, play and participate in a range of activities 
from reading to sports, Lego to line tag and so much more. 
This term, we’re looking to run the first ever club at Mt Blowhard. 
Clubs will range from cooking to sciences and everything in between – the only limit is our imagination. 
If you would like to know more or specifically sign your child up for a club, please email Josh at 
mtblowhard@oshclub.com.au  
We currently offer an Afterschool service, however, if you require before school and would like to enquire 
about making regular bookings, please email Josh at mtblowhard@oshclub.com.au to discuss this. 
A visit to OSHClub is $28 for a standard visit or about $5 (with a subsidy) – a good option for an afternoon of 
fun.  
 

mailto:mtblowhard@oshclub.com.au
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 MAY 
Friday 6th Playgroup, 9.00am 
Tuesday 10th NAPLAN online commences 
Thursday 17th May, School Council meeting 
 
 
JUNE 
Friday 3rd Playgroup, 9.00am 
Friday 10th June, Curriculum Day (report writing)-TBC 
Monday 13th June, Queen’s Birthday public holiday 
Thursday 16th June, School Council meeting 
Monday 20th June, Curriculum Day (curriculum planning)-
TBC 
Thursday 23rd June, school reports emailed home 
Friday 24th June, last day of term 2, 2:30 pm finish 
 
JULY 
Monday 11th First day of term 3 
Tuesday 12th July, Parent and Teacher interviews 
Sunday 17th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
 
October 
Sunday 9th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



 



 

 



 

 
 

   

 
 

MOVIE NIGHT AND SPONSORS - Please support our amazing Sponsors of our Movie Night, without their 

support we could not run such enents. Please consider them when purchasing goods and services. 



 

 

 

 
 

 


