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School Council 
School council oversee facilities, finances and the strategic direction of the school. The role of school council is integral 
to the ongoing success of our school.  
 

The Annual General Meeting took place recently, followed by the standard council meeting. We warmly welcome our 
2022 school council members and sincerely thank them for volunteering their time and effort. We still have a couple 
of parent vacancies open. If you are interested in being a council member, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 

The 2022 school council members include: Robert Walsh (DET), Laura Box (DET), Jacinta McPherson (DET), Liz Charles 
(President), Vicky Fry (Vice President), Lorelle Griffin (Secretary), Catherine Chibnall, Kerri Gallagher, Holly Clark, Jason 
Loader, Emma Morvell, Dallas Doolan and Damien McErlain.  
 

On behalf of the school community, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank outgoing member 
Jonathan Nettelbeck for his tireless contributions to the school over the years.  
 
Working Bees! 
After a couple of years of restrictions, we are now in the position to schedule working bees on a more consistent basis. 
The Buildings and Grounds sub-committee have pencilled in the first Sunday of each term for working bees to take 
place. This will ensure the school is maintained and clean for the term ahead! 
Sunday 1st May           Term 2 working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
Sunday 17th July          Term 3 working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
Sunday 9th October    Term 4 working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
 
Begonia Festival-Gum Loong 
After a two-year absence, the return of the Begonia Festival provided a great opportunity for our children to 
participate in the parade. Bathed in sunshine, our children enjoyed the opportunity to parade Gum Loong. The Gum 
Loong entry received the best school entry prize! Well done Mount Blowhard PS, Canadian Lead PS and Sebastopol 
PS. 

 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and 
positive efforts and behaviours of the children. Well-done, everyone!  
 
Principal’s Award 
 
Beau Johnston: For his positive and organized approach to his learning.  
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  
 

Prep 
It has been a busy fortnight of learning with Preps now at school full time! In Literacy, we have learnt more letters and 
their sounds. Students have now learnt – s, a, t, i, m, p, n, o, b, c, h, d and e. We have been reading and writing lots of 
words using these sounds and doing sound swapping activities also. This fortnight we have started a new reading unit 
called ‘Weather and Seasons’. This unit directly relates to our current Science topic about the weather, so students 
are building background knowledge and vocabulary from both subjects. We have been learning some vocabulary 
words from our read alouds such as severe, characteristics, distinct and halt.  
In Maths, we have been learning about sorting and patterns. Students have continued patterns and made their own 
patterns. Tricky word rings have now been sent home for students to be practising reading and writing these words at 
home, as well as at school.  
 
Student of The Week:  
Emmy for working very hard on her handwriting.   
Alice for always being positive about learning.  
 
Miss Bilton  ☺ 
 
 Year 1/2 
It has been a very productive fortnight in the Year 1/2 classroom. In Maths, we have started learning to tell the time 
on a clock. Some students are telling time to the hour and half past, with others telling quarter past and quarter to. 
We will revisit telling time many times over the year, including converting clock time to digital time. Feel free to discuss 
time with your child. “We will have dinner at half past 6.” And then have them look at a clock to check if it is dinner 
time yet. Or discuss how long a task takes. “It just took 20 minutes to drive home from Ballarat.” We have been reading 
The Magic Faraway Tree in class and our writing has come from this core text. Students have summarised parts of the 
story, or have written or spoken other responses using the vocabulary from the text: ‘enchanted’, ‘extraordinary’, 
‘mysterious’, ‘marvellous’, ‘peculiar’.  
The Year 1/2 students each wrote a letter to a Year 3/4 student and this week we received some lovely letters back in 
return. This was an idea that came from Junior School Council. 
 
Students of the week: 
William for his focus attention during Spelling 
Lachlan for his wonderful writing.  
 
Mr Nettelbeck  
  
 Year 3/4 Classroom News 
The 3/4s have had a lovely fortnight of learning. We have been working on kindness in the classroom. We’ve enjoyed 
writing ‘shout out’ notes to each other with positive comments. We enjoyed a lovely class picnic outside on Monday 
(see pictures).  
In Reading, students are enjoying the end of our class novel. ‘Journey to the Centre of the Earth’. This week they have 
all written their own ending to the story, some students even read theirs to the 1/2 class.  
In Maths, students have been learning different strategies for multiplication and division. All students should be proud 
of their efforts and attitude towards their learning. 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



Student of the week: 
Jimmy for his efforts in writing this week. He did well to slow down and present his work neatly. 
Daina for always been on task and trying her hardest. 

Miss McPherson       

-

 
 
Year 5/6 

A short week at school this fortnight with the long weekend in the middle of it. We still managed to fit in a lot of great 
learning.  Students in Year 5 and 6 have gotten underway with their new non-fiction text in reading which is a history 
focus  “Ancient and Rome.” A completely different style of reading but the children adapted to it really well. Edging 
closer to the end of term, we have got into the swing of our new style of spelling in the senior grades, including 
morphology. Well done to all the kids for their hard work getting on board with this.  
In Maths, we have focused on division this week. Looking at the link between multiplication and division. Division being 
something that a lot of students lack confidence in, they are doing a great job with it.  
Last week we had a practice on the new NAPLAN portal to get us ready for the NAPLAN tests next term. This year all 
schools in Australia will transfer over to the online version of the nation-wide assessment. The students did a great 
job getting themselves around the test and looking at the different kind of questions.  
Another busy fortnight wrapped up, have a wonderful weekend everybody.   
 
Student of The Week:  
Ed McHoul for always putting maximum effort into his work. 
Tilly McErlain for working hard on her narrative writing.  
Bryce Hains for driving the class with daily literacy review.  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

 

MOUNT BLOWHARD PS MOVIE NIGHT: FRIDAY 1st APRIL 2022 BOOK YOUR CAR IN NOW!!! 
Movie Night 
As per the email sent to families last week, we have allocated all our school families a job 
for our Drive-In Movie Night to share the work around. Some families may not be able to 
attend and that is absolutely fine. The families listed in green are in charge of each area, so 
if you are unable to be there could you please let them know. We can easily cover a few 
families being away, but if we have lots missing from one section, we can reallocate people. 
It would be great to have all our school families support this event, which is both a 
fundraiser and a lovely community occasion.  
Thank you! 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 



Volunteers Required! 
MBPS will be assisting with the running of the Ascot Hall Dance on Saturday the 4th of April. In return, the Ascot Hall 
Committee donate profits from the evening to our school.  We need 2 volunteers to man the entrance at the beginning 
of the night at around 7pm to take entry fees and sell raffle tickets. We also need 3-4 volunteers to help serve supper 
during the evening at around 10.30pm, which involves making tea and coffee and washing dishes. 
If you are available and willing to volunteer your time to help raise money for the school, please contact Catherine 
Chibnall on ph: 0437075112. 

Ride to School ‘Mob’ 

 

 APRIL 
Friday 1st April Movie Night 
Friday 8th April, Easter egg hunt 
Friday 8th April Last day of term 1, 2:30 pm finish 
Friday 8th April 2.10pm Assembly 
Monday 25th ANZAC Day public holiday 
Tuesday 26th Term 2 commences  
 
MAY 
Sunday 1st May Working Bee, 10.00am to 11.30am 
Tuesday 10th May NAPLAN online commences 
 
JUNE 
Friday 24th June Last day of term 2, 2:30 pm finish 
 
JULY 
Monday 11th First day of term 3 
Sunday 17th July, Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 
 
October 
Sunday 9th October, Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 
am 
 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



  



 
 

 

MOVIE NIGHT AND SPONSORS  

Please support our great Sponsors for the up-coming Movie Night to be held on Friday 23rd October. 

Without their support we could not run such events, so please consider them when purchasing goods. 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


