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Water Management 
Over the last fortnight I engaged the services of Pristine Water Solutions to ensure the 
cleanest possible water supply for the community.   
The school now has a double filter process and UV disinfectant system installed. The 
tanks have been cleaned and all the lines have been disinfected.  Pristine Water 
Solutions will provide an ongoing maintenance schedule, changing the filters every 12 
months and inspecting the tanks and cleaning them every 2 years.  
Work completed: 
- Sludge removed from the base of tanks- Cleaned and sanitised water- Sanitised lines 
and tested peroxide levels 
- Installed easy maintenance strainers with light guard- Installed twin filtration system 
with UV- External audit plumbing certification 
Kit includes 20-micron first filter, 20-1 gradient filter second filter. 60L per minute max 
output Ultraviolet lamp assembly. 

CCTV 
Last week we had CCTV cameras installed in multiple locations around the school. The CCTV system will ensure the 
school is monitored 24/7. The images are extremely clear, capturing the required information for authorities.  
 
Beach Camp 
Mrs Box and Mrs McErlain worked tirelessly to plan and conduct a wonderful beach camp experience for our years 
5/6 children. We were also fortunate to have Ash Johnston volunteer her time to support the camp. Thank you for all 
your efforts!  
We were blessed with good weather, although we did receive a decent amount of rain in the early hours of 
Wednesday! This caused flash flooding in our campsite, but the children soldiered on and didn’t let it dampen their 
spirits! During the camp, the children approached all activities with 100% effort. The three surfing sessions proved to 
be very popular, as did the jumping pillow!  

 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



School Procedures for the Bushfire Season 
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria 
to provide clear direction on the safest options for 
preserving life. 
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET 
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) and those at risk of 
grassfire (Category 4) will be closed when a Code Red 
fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of 
Meteorology district.  Our school has been identified 
as being one of those at high bushfire or grassfire risk.    
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to 
four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure 
by letter email.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 
1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we 
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to 
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note 
that: 

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

• School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of 
Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Code Red area will be cancelled. 
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should 
never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are 
forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 
Management Plan, prioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared 
our facility’s grounds and gutters.  
What can parents do? 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the 
event that our school is closed.   

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by 
reading our newsletters, by checking your email and school Facebook page and by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.  

• Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, 
you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  
 

• You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and 
Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 
• VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 
• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
• Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 
• Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 
• Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 
 
 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and 
positive efforts and behaviours of the children. Well-done, everyone!  
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
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https://twitter.com/vicemergency


Principal’s Award 
 
Tilly McErlain: For helping to pack up the campsite and for giving 100 per cent effort while on camp. 
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

 
Prep 
Over the last fortnight, the Preps have enjoyed lots of new learning. In Spelling, we have learnt the new letters 
and sounds ‘n’ ‘o’ ‘b’ and ‘c’. We have been working hard on reading and writing lots of words too. We have learnt 
a few tricky words that we need to be able to read decodable readers. We have learnt ‘I’ ‘a’ ‘is’ and ‘the’.  
In Maths, we have been comparing groups using the words ‘more than’ ‘less than’ or ‘the same’.  
The Preps had their last rest day this week. They are looking forward to having their first full week of school very 
soon.  
 
Student of The Week:  
Luke for trying hard with his learning.  
Eva for persisting when things are tricky  
 
Miss Bilton  ☺ 
 
 Year 1/2 
It has been a busy fortnight in the Year 1/2 classroom. In Maths, students have been focusing on different addition 
and takeaway strategies. We have also been developing understanding on when to apply different strategies, as each 
can be more or less efficient depending on the problem. In Reading, we read a week of different ‘tall tales’. Tall tales 
are based on fact, but have been wildly exaggerated. We have also read a wonderful picture storybook by Oliver Jeffers 
called ‘The Heart and the Bottle’. This is a rich picture storybook that we reread every day, drawing more and more 
meaning from the text. It also formed the background information for our writing lessons. In Writing, students have 
been learning to summarise a story. A summary is a short version of a story that starts by explaining who the main 
characters are and describing the setting. 
 
Students of the week: 
Harry for his enthusiasm when reading. Joey M for his quick mastery of his maths tens facts. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  
  
 Year 3/4 Classroom News 
We have had a wonderful fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. Students are still enjoying our class novel; we are getting 
near to the end. Students are building up their own reading stamina in silent reading time. It has been fantastic to see 
so many students engaged with their books.  
In Writing, students have been learning how to join their letters in handwriting. It has been amazing to see their 
progress from the beginning of the year.  
In Maths, we have been learning to use the vertical algorithm for addition and subtraction. Students have also been 
learning strategies for solving their times tables. See if they can tell you what the strategy is for their 4 times tables. 
We really enjoyed our session with the firemen from the Creswick CFA on Thursday. We learnt lots about bushfires 
and what can cause them. 
 
Student of the week: 
Michelle for her brilliant organisation skills and always putting in 100% into all of her learning 
Jack P for his fantastic efforts in maths and solving addition and subtraction problems using the vertical algorithm. 
 

Miss McPherson       

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



 
 
Year 5/6 

Last week the year 5/6 students went on the biannual Beach Camp to Torquay. Students were involved in surf lessons 
for 2 hours each day. They learnt about rips and the current, how to boogie board and how to stand up on a surf board. 
I think the highlight for many would have to be attending the Jan Juc milk bar and purchasing lollies!  As always, the 
Mount Blowhard students behaviour was faultless. A huge shout out and thanks to Jane McErlain for organizing the 
camp, the planning, setting up and preparing food. Thanks to Ash Johnston for attending the camp, being another set 
of eyes, setting up and preparing and cooking every meal.  
Back into a semi normal routine this week at school. We finished our class novel ‘Once’, I think everyone in the class 
enjoyed reading and discussing this text. We have been planning and writing narratives this week, focusing on correct 
sentence structure and remembering spelling patterns learnt this term. 
In Maths, students have been learning about multiplication strategies, solving difficult subtraction tasks and I may 
have snuck in some percentages along the way.  Yesterday, we enjoyed a presentation and smoke demo from the 
Creswick CFA. The senior class enjoyed this presentation and had lots of interesting questions and stories. Have a great 
long weekend everyone  
 
Student of The Week:  
Jack Knight for including other students in the yard 
Jack Strommer for his amazing efforts of camp and having a smile of his face the whole time.  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

Positive Behaviour Super Star 

In assembly, in weeks 3 and 7 of each term, teachers will choose a student 
from their class to receive the Mt Blowhard Positive Behaviour Superstar 
Award. This award goes to a student who consistently demonstrates 
outstanding positive behaviour at school and is a role model for their 
peers.  
This student will receive the MBPS PB Superstar certificate and a small 
reward to share with a friend. 
Students to receive the week 5 awards were 

 
 

 
Prep- Charlotte Myers  
Years 1/2 – Cooper Basham-Chibnall 
Years 3/ 4 – Evie McKenna 
Years 5/6 – Molly Porter   

 



The Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday of this week. Committee members for 2022 are                     
President - Catherine Chibnall, Secretary - Anita Kane and Treasurer - Michelle Kramer. Thank you to Hollie Doolan, as 
the outgoing Treasurer, for all her work undertaken in this role during 2021.  
We welcome and encourage all other parents, guardians and community members to get involved with P&F’s activities 
and contribute ideas, either by coming along to a meeting here or there as capacity and interest allows, or on a more 
regular basis as a signed member who has voting rights. 
The P&F Committee, along with our general members, look forward to another year ahead of fundraising and social 
activities.  
 

Volunteers Required! 
MBPS will be assisting with the running of the Ascot Hall Dance on Saturday the 4th of April. In return, the Ascot Hall 
Committee donate profits from the evening to our school.  We need 2 volunteers to man the entrance at the beginning 
of the night at around 7pm to take entry fees and sell raffle tickets. We also need 3-4 volunteers to help serve supper 
during the evening at around 10.30pm, which involves making tea and coffee and washing dishes. 
If you are available and willing to volunteer your time to help raise money for the school, please contact Catherine 
Chibnall on ph: 0437075112. 

MOUNT BLOWHARD PS MOVIE NIGHT: FRIDAY 1st APRIL 2022 

Calling for your support to help our school...and advertise your 

business! 
On Friday 1st April, Mt Blowhard Primary School is running a movie night as a major 

fundraiser for our school. As this is a major fundraiser for us, we need your help 

and support. Do you know any businesses that would be willing to sponsor us? They 

can purchase an advertising slot, with their logo to be shown before the film starts, 

during the pre-credits, during interval, and at the end of the night. Entry advertising 

slots cost $100. Businesses can also become a Gold Sponsor of the evening by contributing $500 to the event. 

Gold Sponsorship will entitle the business to ongoing advertising throughout 2022 in the school newsletter, 

school Facebook page, the weekly whole school assembly, as well as constant advertising on the night of the 

event.   

They can register their interest via the school email at 

mount.blowhard.ps@education.vic.gov.au or see Zelma and she can email out a letter and invoice.  

MARCH 
Thursday 10th Community Barbecue-TBC 
Monday 14th Labour Day public holiday 
Monday 14th Preps (Foundation) full time 
Monday 28th Curriculum Day (pupil free)-TBC 
 
APRIL 
Friday 1st April Movie Night 
Friday 8th April, Easter egg hunt 
Friday 8th April Last day of term 1, 2:30 pm finish 
Monday 25th ANZAC Day public holiday 
Tuesday 26th Term 2 commences  
 
MAY 
Tuesday 10th May NAPLAN online commences 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

MOVIE NIGHT SPONSORSHIP 

PARENTS & FRIENDS COMMITTEE NEWS 

mailto:mount.blowhard.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

  



 

BOOK YOUR CAR IN NOW!!! 
MBPS Movie Night: Thursday 1st April 

 

MOVIE NIGHT AND SPONSORS  

Please support our great Sponsors for the up-coming Movie Night to be held on Friday 23rd October. 

Without their support we could not run such events, so please consider them when purchasing goods. 



 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Creswick Football Netball Club 
 
Anyone who is interested in playing football and 
netball with Creswick are invited to come to training 
on Thursday's at Doug Lindsay Recreation Reserve. 
Netball 
U 13 & U 15 train at 5.00pm  
 
Football  
U12 & U15 train at 5.00pm 
Everyone is welcome to come along and have a try. 
 

Fiona Cochrane 

Creswick Football Netball Club 

Netball Coordinator  
 

Mobile: 0407 011 669  

Email: creswickfncnetball@gmail.com  

Site: http://www.creswickfnc.com/ 
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