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Walkathon 

We were fortunate to have close to ideal conditions for our annual walkathon 

yesterday. It was certainly a lovely afternoon to be out and about enjoying a stroll and 

the views from Mt Hollowback. The children were terrific and soldiered on in true MBPS 

spirit! Most importantly, it was all for a great cause in support of the Ryder Cheshire 

Foundation. We were privileged to have Trish and Dorothy from the foundation join 

us. They certainly appreciate all the donations and great support. Thank you to all the 

parents and friends who attended and supported the afternoon. The fruit for our 

afternoon snack was kindly donated by Woolworths, Lucas. Thank you! 

 

 
Transition 

Our Year 6 students have had a variety of opportunities to visit their 2023 secondary schools. Those attending 

Mount Rowan Secondary College have been extremely well catered for with a variety of transition sessions 

provided. This has ensured the students are familiar with and comfortable within their new setting. The MBPS 

students even attended the small schools transition day earlier this week, prior to the state-wide transition 

day.   

Our 2023 prep children continue to enter the school grounds with a smile! They are settling in beautifully and 

being provided with a wonderful transition program and experience by Miss Bilton.  

 
School Concert 

We are on the look-out for some steps to borrow for the Christmas Concert. The steps would make for easy 

access to the stage (the truck trailer). If you have any we could borrow, please contact the school. Thank you! 

 

 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



OSHClub 

We are fortunate to have Chloe as our new OSHClub 

educator. Welcome to our community. 
 
 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual 
strengths and positive efforts and behaviours of the children. 
Well-done, everyone!  

 
 
Principal’s Award 
 
Jack Knight: For being determined and resilient and 
completing the walkathon even though he injured himself 
earlier in the day. 

Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
I can’t believe we have just finished Week 9. The weeks are flying by!  
In Spelling, we have focussed on learning the FLOSS spelling pattern.  
In Writing, we have been writing stories. Our aim is to create a class book with a story written by each student.  
In Maths, we extended our previous learning of division to include remainders. We have been working hard on our 
Christmas concert performance – it’s sure to be a showstopper!! In the next fortnight, the kinder kids will visit us two 

more times – we are looking forward to seeing them again       
Students of the Week:  
Alice for her continuous enthusiasm towards learning 
Jimmy for his excellent story writing  
 

Miss Bilton       

Year 1/2 
It has been a productive week in the Year 1/2 classroom, with the class squeezing in as much learning before 
the end of term. We have been doing some revision in Maths, Spelling and Writing. However, we have also 
been doing some new work in Reading which keeps things fresh.  
In Reading, the class has continued with our unit on the human body, with the focus now on nutrition. Vocab 
words include: nourish, absorb, digestion, toxic, essential, variety, balanced, entire. 
In Maths, the class has been revising ‘groups of’ and ‘shared between’. We have also been playing a variety 
of enjoyable addition and subtraction games that build number fact fluency. 
 Students of the week: 

Olivia for her wonderful descriptive writing. 
Fletcher for his quick recall of number facts in maths daily review. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
We’ve had another delightful fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. We have had assessments to complete before reports, 
and the students have been trying their hardest. It is wonderful to see their progress across the year.  
In Reading, we have continued to read selections from the text ‘Brown Girl Dreaming’. It has been very interesting to 
learn about the Civil Rights Movement and have rich discussions as a class.  
In Writing, students have written a story, typed it up and have been presenting them to the class.  
In Maths, we have worked on division and using the written algorithm to include remainders. We have also been 
learning about chance and probability. As an end of year treat, we have begun a special Jar activity. Ask your child all 
about it!  
There is a lot to celebrate this year, including having our first full year at school since 2019! A reminder that home 
reading is still to be completed, students have until Friday the 9th of December.  
 
Students of the week: 
Seth for his kindness towards his classmates and taking the initiative to 
help others out. 
Evie M for always being ready to learn and being a fantastic role model 
to those around her. 
 

Miss McPherson        

    
 

Year 5/6 
  
The last fortnight has flown by! Students had Mrs A for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday last week while I attended 
professional learning around the areas multi-sensory Maths and Morphology! Thanks Mrs A.  
In Literacy the students read more of our class novel and worked on our Gold Rush and Eureka Stockade project. In 
this project, students used what they have learnt from our class texts and Humanities Gold Rush unit and put it all 
together to: 

• Respond to the text. 
• Write a series of diary entries from their favourite part of the text. 
• Find recipes of food that would have been available on the diggings. 
• The health and hygiene on the diggings.  
• The timeline of the main events and lead up to the Eureka Stockade. 
• And finally, the impact the Gold Rush had on the aboriginal peoples of that area.  
• Students are making a model of either the diggings in the Ballarat area or what the Eureka Stockade looked 

like in the lead up. 
Student have really enjoyed putting everything we have studied this term together.  
In Maths, students have been revising division, in particular the division of decimals. They have looked at the rotational 
lines of symmetry and isometric drawings of 3D shapes.  
 
We have started rehearsing our Christmas concert item and I’m looking forward to seeing how they go with it. It’s such 
a fun song!  
All the year 5/6 students did an amazing job on the Walk-a-thon yesterday. They walked to the mount with their 
buddies, most of them holding hands most of the way. We walked up Mount Hollowback together, even though I know 
they would have much rather had run. A huge well done to those kids who tackled this walk even though it is so far 
out of their comfort zone!  
 
Students of the week:  
Harry P for his dedication to all of his assessments over the last fortnight  
Thomas and Harry for pushing themselves to keep going and extend themselves where possible.  Harry in Literacy and 
Thomas in Maths  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHINESE 



In Art students have been looking at Pop Art and focusing on the Artist Andy Warhol. Students have learnt that 
Pop Art means popular art that uses lots of bright colours. 

The junior students used oil pastels to design their own Campbell soup cans. Students had fun coming up with 
names for their soup. 

The senior students followed steps to draw a portrait and then we made 4 copies of them. Students then painted 
the portraits using various colours to make them ‘pop’. 

Junior students made a Christmas decoration using clay and will paint it next week. The senior students have 
started designing their wind up Christmas toys. 

     

We completed our volleyball unit last week.  
Newcombe is the primary school version of Volleyball we use, it allows students to catch then set the ball over the 

net.  
This is a great sport for the whole class using 3 courts and playing in ability levels or friendship groups. 

Year 3-6 will be participating in a golf clinic held at school in the last 2 PE lessons. 

           
 

     

Art News 

PE 



 

    
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run 

group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. Anyone is 

welcome to come along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be 

a current parent of the school! If you would like more 

information on playgroup, please contact Anita on                      

0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 16th December 9.00am 

 

         
 

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

WALK-A-THON 



We are fast approaching the end of the year, but lots of exciting school activities are still yet to come!  Thanks to all 
the teachers for their hard work in packing lots of fun activities into Term 4. 
 
Funding Allocations 
As Kate Ackland mentioned in a previous newsletter, P&F have recently funded the purchase of art supplies for 
Christmas activities to be completed this term for all kids across the school.  There are also new foam mats in the gym, 
which were purchased for around $1000 by P&F, for use in PE and for the students to sit on during assembly as many 
of the old mats needed replacing. 
 
Fundraising Opportunities 
We are grateful to the Ballarat Health Services Social Club who are going to donate $600 to our school in return for 
volunteers to cook a BBQ on Sunday the 4th of December.  Thanks to those parents who have put their hands up to do 
a 2-hour shift!  
Our next fundraiser will be the annual Burrumbeet Races Clean Up on the 2nd of January at 8.30am.  If you are around 
on this date and willing to help for 1-2 hours picking up rubbish and moving wheelie bins, please get in contact with 
Liz Charles on 0413930269. Please bring your own gloves and rubbish bags.  
 
Thanks to Lucas Woolworths 
Lucas Woolworths kindly donated all the fruit our kids enjoyed at the top of Mount Hollowback for the Walkathon.  
We would like to say a big “Thank You” and encourage everyone in the school community to support Lucas 
Woolworths, as they have generously supported us and our fundraising efforts for the Ryder-Cheshire Foundation.  

 

DECEMBER 
Tuesday 6th Prep Transition 9.00am to 1pm  
Friday 9th Blowhard’s Got Talent 
Monday 12th Year 6 Treat Day 
Tuesday 13th Prep Transition 9.00am to 2.30pm 
Tuesday 13th Year 6 to 7 transition day 
Thursday 15th Whole school Cinema Excursion 
Thursday 15th Christmas Concert 
Friday 16th Playgroup 
Friday 16th School reports emailed home 
Monday 19th Class parties & Water Fight (for those who wish to participate)  
Monday 19th Years 5/6 bike ride 
Tuesday 20th Last day of the school year, 1:30 pm finish 
 

2023 Dates for the Diary 
JANUARY  
Friday 27th, Staff return 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 10th February, Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
MARCH 
Wednesday 15th, NAPLAN commences for Yrs 3 & 5 Students 
APRIL 
Wednesday 5th, Movie Night 
Thursday 6th, Last day of term-2:30 pm finish 

2022 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 





 


