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Spring Fete 
The Year 5-6 class, superbly led and supported by Mrs Box and Mrs Ackland, organised many events and stalls for the 
community to enjoy at the Spring Fete. A great deal of planning by the students took place and they are to be 
commended for their efforts. They have collaborated, problem solved, organised, contacted organisations for 
donations…the list of valuable life skills involved in this task is long! The culmination of all their work being a fantastic 
afternoon enjoyed by all the students and the community in general. A real highlight of the year! 
 
Curriculum Day 
Just a reminder that this Monday 21st November is a Curriculum Day (pupil free). We are fortunate to have staff 
attending 2 days of Maths professional development and continue our commitment to evidence based best.  
 
Yoshimoto Orton-Gillingham Multisensory Maths is a two-day training course that will provide educators with an 
understanding of: 
*difficulties that students often experience in mathematics, and strategies for teaching mathematics using 
multisensory procedures and manipulatives. 
 
School Leaders report to School Council 
Last week was a big week.  The 5-6 students ran the annual Spring Fete. Despite the rain, we think it was a success. 
We managed to get a lot of items donated so families didn’t have to buy prizes and supplies for our stalls. Thanks to 
all the teachers for helping out on the day. Thanks to the community for coming along and trying out everything. We 
think that we were able to have lots of different types of good stalls and activities for everyone to be a part of.  
We also had cricket last week. The 3-6 students went to Alfredton oval to take part in the Eureka division blast cricket. 
Each team had 8-10 players. We think that we played well, everyone had a go even if cricket wasn’t really our thing.  
It has been great seeing the Foundation kids for 2023 visiting on the last 2 Tuesdays. We saw some brothers and sisters 
of students already at the school, but it was good to see some new faces too! Mrs Bilton did some cool activities like, 
Cheereo Octopus and Paint Monsters.  
Last Friday was Remembrance Day. We had a ceremony at 11:00am to remember the soldiers.  
We have loved listening to the new bell songs, especially the duck song (We know the teachers love it just as much as 

we do      ) Today, Junior School Council is hosting Crazy Hair Day, we are looking forward to seeing all the cooky hair 
tomorrow.  
We are looking forward to all the things to come in the next 4 weeks! 
Written by, Jack Knight and Milly Strommer 
 
Fundraising Opportunity-Call for Volunteers 
The Ballarat Health Services’ Social Club are holding their annual Christmas function for their members on Sunday the 
4th of December at the Ballarat Show Grounds.  They have kindly offered MBPS the opportunity to raise $600 for the 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



school if we can be responsible for cooking the BBQ between 10am and 2pm.  The Social Club will be organising all the 
meat, vegetarian options and set up, and it would be our role to simply cook the food. 
Therefore, we are calling for 10 volunteers to do a 2-hour BBQ cooking stint to raise money for our school. We would 
allocate people into one of two shifts: either 10am to 12pm or 12pm to 2pm. If you are available and willing to 
volunteer your time, please call or message Catherine Chibnall on 0437075112. 
 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and positive efforts and behaviours of the 
children. Well-done, everyone!  

 
Principal’s Award 
Big Blast Cricket teams: For supporting each other, celebrating individual successes and moments and excellent 
sportsmanship. 
Bobbi Marshall: For demonstrating the school value of kindness when supporting younger children in the yard. 

 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
Firstly, well done to all the Preps on completing a lot of assessments this past fortnight! It’s always a busy time once 
we get into report writing preparation. They only a have a few more assessments to complete next week. It has been 
so lovely to see their growth across the year. 
In Reading, we have been learning about colonial times. We have learnt about the different tradespeople and the tools 
they used. In Writing, we have been writing ‘because’ sentences and writing stories.  
In Maths, we have learnt about capacity and compared how much different objects can hold. We also extended our 
learning of subtraction by using the ‘count back’ strategy. The kinder kids visited us two times over the last fortnight. 
It has been wonderful to see the Prep students step up as role models for the younger children. We had a great time 
with the kinder kids while we read stories, completed craft activities, and played outside. We are looking forward to 
their next visit! 
Students of The Week: 
Leo for his determination and persistence with all learning tasks 
Eva for being extra helpful and kind to the kinder kids.  

Miss Bilton       

Year 1/2 
It has been an enjoyable week of learning in the Year 1/2 classroom. In Reading, we have started a unit of 
work on the human body and nutrition. Vocab words include: senses, system, observation, function, nourish 
& digestion. The students have also met my miniature medical model, the class call him Frederick, who has 
pull out organs. It is always fascinating to learn how the different body systems function and interact.  
In Writing, students have written two narratives and have also worked on correctly using punctuation.  
In Maths, the class has been revising telling the time and we have also calculated fractions of a collection.  
Students of the week: 
Harry for his contribution in reading. 
Molly & Sylvia for working together to solve difficult problems in Maths. 
Mr Nettelbeck  

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
We’ve had a wonderful couple of weeks in the 3/4 classroom. Some of the students competed in the cricket 
competition last week, and represented our school with pride. In Reading, we have begun our new unit called ‘Brown 
Girl Dreaming’, it is a memoir written by Jacqueline Woodson. Through this unit the students are learning about some 
of the history of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States. It is a very interesting topic and we look forward to 
continuing to build our knowledge. We have also been reading some different poems through our fluency practice.  
In Writing, students have continued to revise sentence level skills, as well as beginning to learn about writing poetry. 
Students have also practiced writing a narrative for our whole school moderation. We’ve continued to develop the 
pieces and type them on the laptops. They are looking forward to sharing their stories with some other classes.  
In Maths, students have been learning about using the vertical algorithm for addition, making sure to include 
estimation. We have also begun learning about division again, and using the written algorithm to include remainders. 
Students have one week left of Maths Mates and they are still needing to keep up their home reading.  
We have chosen our Christmas song for the end of year concert and began practicing. If students have a ‘country’ style 
hat, it would be fantastic if they could wear that on the night! I will be borrowing a friend’s Akubra to fit in with the 
kids. Please see some photos of the students pirate ships, they built and finally got to test out this week! It had been 
postponed due to stormy weather.   
Students of the week: 
Jack P for his wonderful effort when writing and editing a summary of Treasure Island. 
Catherine for her amazing efforts to remember our vocabulary words and put them into interesting sentences. 
Jack J for his wonderful writing about Remembrance Day and always being so helpful.  

Miss McPherson       

    

 
Year 5/6 

Last week students in the senior class ran the Mount Blowhard PS Spring Fete. Below are some recounts by the 
students about the fete.  
Spring fete- by Hannah 
Yesterday we had or Spring Fete. Setting up was a little disaster because it started raining when everyone was close 
to, or finished setting up. So, we had to move to the gym, although everything still got wet. But we still continued and, 
in the end, it was really good. I think we should replace the spring fete this year with winter fete, and I’m sure many 
people would agree with me! My stall did Face Paint and hair spray, with guess the Lolly Jar and selling toys on the 
side! And other stalls such as Flying Food, Furry and Scaley, JB’s Basketball and Lemonade, Lamb Racing, whole lot of 
fun, find it, Plants and pots, and more. Besides the rain I really enjoyed the day. Thank you everyone for donating to 
us for our stalls, it helped a lot. And thank you parents and kids, for buying tickets as we raised a lot of money with 
your help. 
Spring Fete- By Ed 
On the 10th of November the five/six’s class ran stalls for the Spring Fete. There was a lot of stalls like Potting Plants, 
The chippies, Bin Footy and Flying Food and more. We where all ready set up outside and then the rain came so, some 
of the groups moved in the GYM. There were some advantages about the GYM because there was no wind but, it was 
still very annoying. We raised $1,130.00 for the junior school council. My stall was potting plants and Christmas items. 
They sold out quite quickly. Thank you for everyone who donated for the Spring Fete. I think that it was a great Spring 
Fete. 
A massive thank you to Mrs Box for all her organising and support for Fete. We wouldn’t have had a Spring Fete without 
her. 



   
 

    
The Year 3/6 Students also took part in the Eureka Division cricket Blast tournament. The students did a wonderful 
job. Attached is Jack K and Harry C’s reflection on the day. 
 
On Wednesday some of the 3/4s and 5/6s went to school cricket. There were 3 teams, they were mixed from 3/4 to 
5/6. It was at Alfredton oval also known as Ballarat Swans oval. 
The team from Mount Blowhard played 4 or 5 games. Mr Walsh’s team lost 5 out of 5 games. Mrs Box’s team won 2 
out of 4 and Miss McPhersons team won 1 out of 4 games. I would like to thank Mrs Box, Miss McPherson and Mr 
Walsh for their organising and encouragement throughout the day. There were a lot of schools including our nearby 
rivals Miners Rest Primary school.  
It was a fun day and the weather was very nice. Everyone had fun and when we returned to school, we got a free icy 
pole and watched a movie. Everyone went home tired and worn out after an enjoyable day and ready for fete the next 
day. 
 
In class we have been completing assessments for the end of the year. It has been amazing to see the growth made 
by all the students. In Reading and HASS we have been looking into the gold rush and Eureka stockade. Students made 
‘humpies’ that were built by some miners and Indigenous People of that time, please see the photos below.  

         
 

Student of the week: 
The entire class for their efforts on organizing and running the Sprint fete.  
Hannah for her wonderful writing and including her apostrophes correctly throughout.  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 
  
         

       

 

 

 

 



The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run 

group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. Anyone is 

welcome to come along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be 

a current parent of the school! If you would like more 

information on playgroup, please contact Anita on                      

0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 16th December 9.00am 

 
NOVEMBER 
Monday 21st Curriculum Day-pupil free 
Tuesday 29th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 1st Walk-a-Thon 
Tuesday 6th Prep Transition 9.00am to 1pm  
Thursday 8th Year 6 treat day 
Friday 9th Blowhard’s Got Talent 
Tuesday 13th Prep Transition 9.00am to 2.30pm 
Tuesday 13th Year 6 to 7 transition day 
Thursday 15th Whole school Cinema Excursion 
Thursday 15th Christmas Concert 
Friday 16th Playgroup 
Friday 16th School reports emailed home 
Monday 19th Class parties & Water Fight (for those who wish 
to participate)  
Monday 19th Years 5/6 bike ride 
Tuesday 20th Last day of the school year, 1:30 pm finish 

 
2023 Dates for the Diary 
 
JANUARY  
Friday 27th, Staff return 
 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 10th February, Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
 
MARCH 
Wednesday 15th, NAPLAN commences for Yrs 3 & 5 Students 
 
APRIL 
Wednesday 5th, Movie Night 
Thursday 6th, Last day of term-2:30 pm finish 

2022 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 


