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School Captains Report to School Council 
The end of term 3 was busy and fun. We had the whole school camp to Log Cabin in Creswick. It was awesome, we 
think that all the activities offered were fun. Our favourite was the giant swing! It was good seeing the younger 
students taking part in all of the activities too!  
The School Production was the next week. Thanks to Narelle for her amazing job. All classes danced well! The costumes 
were all really cool. 
Term 4 has begun and promises some fun times. For the Year 6 students, it’s our final term in primary school and we 
can’t believe it.  
Clubs started last week, Sport Club on Monday, Art Club Wednesday and Auslan on Friday. Mr Walsh said there might 
be another club later in the term.  
We have had some weird weather, with the persistent rain last week meaning some kids had to stay home or leave 
school early. Then Yesterday, we had a picnic lunch in the sun with the whole school.  
We are looking forward to Spring Fete, movie visit, interschool cricket day, senior bike ride and year 6 day out. We 
have walk-a-thon, practicing for the Christmas concert as well as all the learning we have to do.  
It’s going to be busy! 
Ben Charles and Tilly McErlain 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. Pleasingly, we 
had 17 families complete the survey, equating to 40% of families. This ensures a more valid data set, and is a large 
increase in participation rates from the 7-9 families completing the survey in previous years.  
 
There is much to be proud of at MBPS. As always, there are always areas we seek to improve and this is generally 
reflected in the School Strategic Plan (SSP) and Annual Implementation Plan (AIP).  
 
The survey results below are based on positive endorsement. Meaning the percentage of parents who scored the 
question or statement a 4 out of 5 (agree) or a 5 out of 5 (strongly agree).  
 
Below are some of the results of the survey: 

• General satisfaction 100% 

• Physical environment 100% 

• Parent/Caregiver/Guardian participation and involvement 92% 

• School communication 94% 

• Teacher communication 92% 

• School improvement 94% 

• School pride and confidence 100% 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



• High expectation for success 94% 

• Stimulating learning environment 91% 

• Confidence and resiliency skills 94% 

• Managing bullying 86% 

• Promoting positive behaviour 97% 

• Respect for diversity 100% 

• School connectedness 91% 
 
Ride or Run to School 
Every Wednesday during Term 4, "Ride or Run to School" will be happening and we encourage and welcome all 
students and parents to join in. We meet out the front of the Chook Farm on Cricks Road at 8.20am. Students and/or 
parents can either run or ride their bikes to school, starting at different landmarks, depending on personal preference 
and endurance level. For anyone wanting to join in, please simply turn up each Wednesday morning. It can be helpful 
at times to text ahead to Liz Charles (Ph: 0413930269) know you are coming, so that we can wait for you if needed. 
We do not hold Ride or Run to School if it is raining. 
 
Zooper Dooper Wednesdays 
Zooper Dooper Wednesdays are back! Bring 50c to school each Wednesday if you would like to purchase an icy-pole! 
 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and positive efforts and behaviours of the 
children. Well-done, everyone!  

 
Principal’s Award 
Olivia Gallagher: For her sounding out of words and doing her best during spelling and reading with Mr Walsh. 
Jack Clark: For busting a move at Musical Bingo. Dancing with the Stars award! 
Charlotte Myers: For busting a move at Musical Bingo. Dancing with the Stars award! 
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
It has been another big fortnight of learning in the Prep classroom. In Reading, we started a unit learning about how 
to take care of the earth. So far, we have learnt to reduce, reuse, and recycle and about composting. 
In Writing, we have been continuing to write stories including the character, setting and problem. We also began 
fixing fragments so if we ever accidentally write one, we know how to correct it.  
In Morphology, we have been using all the prefixes and suffixes that we know to build words starting from a base 
word. 
In Maths, we have been making 2-digit numbers with tens and ones and ordering them from smallest to largest.  
 
Students of the Week:  
Ollie for starting the term ready to learn.  
Andy for his amazing story writing.  

 
Miss Bilton       

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



Year 1/2 
It has been a jam-packed week in the Year 1/2 classroom. In Reading, we have been continuing our unit 
about ancient Greece civilisation. The students have found it very engaging. This has been reflected in their 
superb written summaries.  Vocab words include: ideal, democracy, tribute, marvellous and tame.  
In Maths, the class has been working on solving worded problems that involve ‘groups of’ (multiplication) 
and ‘shared between‘ (division). We have also been learning how to read a calendar.  
In Well-Being, the students have been interpreting images of body language and facial gestures, and we also 
unpacked a kindness scenario as an activity. 
  
Students of the week: 
Molly for including every element from the lesson within her writing; Sylvia for incorporating additional 
research into her writing. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  

Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
 
We’ve had a wonderful fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. In Reading, we have completed our unit on the text ‘Treasure 
Island’. Students have enjoyed following the interesting plot of the story and learning about piracy.  
In Writing, students have been learning how to expand their sentence and include appositives.  
In Maths, students have been learning about angles, including how to classify, measure and draw them. We have also 
been learning about mapping, including how to read and use a scale, legend and directions. I have discovered that 
students need a bit more practice with identifying the direction for left and right. I strongly encourage parents to be 
giving their children the opportunity to identify which direction is left or right at home. Our work on maps fitted 
extremely well with our reading unit about Treasure Island, so students each made a treasure map (see pictures). We 
also have been enjoying a STEM challenge to make a pirate ship from recycled materials.  
Thank you for those families who brought in some recycled materials. Stay tuned for the final results!  
 
Students of the week: 
Daina for her wonderful recount of her holidays which she typed on the laptop 
Alby for his insightful responses to questions during reading our whole class novel 
Evie G for her confidence with using the vertical algorithm for addition.  
 

Miss McPherson       

           

   



   Year 5/6 
Over the last fortnight, the year 5 and 6 students have been busy organising our upcoming Spring Fete along 
with also fitting in all our learning. We know that if we achieve and do all the hard work now, that we can 
enjoy all the fun things that term 4 has to offer.  
In Maths, we have been learning about square and cubed numbers, as well as other indices. Then last week 
we used our new learning and learnt all about the Order of Operations. Students were quite daunted by this, 
but now we have finished, they see that it can be quite simple when you break equations apart.   
In Literacy we have continued to read our class novel, The Night they Stormed Eureka, some familiar themes 
and names have popped up like Peter Lalor.  
Students this week will bring home a note about what they need to buy/supply for their stall at fete. We 
thank you in advance for your help with this.  
 
Student of the week: 
Bobbi for her hard work in maths and applying BODMAS to work out difficult equations  
Ed for his hard work and enthusiasm organising his stall for fete.  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

 Year 5 & 6 SPRING FETE 

WANTED! 
PRE-LOVED TOYS & BOOKS 

Lori from year 5/6 is seeking toys and books to sell at her stall for the Spring Fete 
this year. Please drop of anything you have at the office or in the 5/6 room. 

Thanks in advance. 
 



         

      The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run 

group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. Anyone is 

welcome to come along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be 

a current parent of the school! If you would like more 

information on playgroup, please contact Anita on                      

0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 28th October 9.00am 

• Friday 18th November 9.00am 

• Friday 16th December 9.00am 

 
 
 
 

Father’s Day 
Father’s Day “Dads, Dodgeball and Dinner” event was lots of fun and well attended. It was really lovely to 
see many dads and grandfathers enjoying tea and a game of dodgeball with the kids.  Thank you to everyone 
who came along. Thanks also to Mr Walsh for cooking the BBQ and running the games very successfully 

without any injuries      .  We hope you all enjoyed the family photos taken on the night. 
 
School Production 
Thanks to the teachers and Narelle for the wonderful school production. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to supper, as it was lovely to have a cuppa and catch up afterwards. 
 
Musical Bingo 
Wow – What a great night we had on the 7th of October for Blowhard’s first ever Musical Bingo Night! A huge 
thanks to everyone who came along and joined in the fun! The turnout was magnificent, with around 110 
people attending. 
Thanks to the businesses who kindly donated raffle items and prizes, including Supercheap Auto, Bunnings 
(Creswick Road), Anaconda, Adventure Park Geelong and Katherine & Ben Myers.  

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS  



A massive thank you goes to Max Hammond for running the night! Max did a brilliant job of entertaining us 
all, and we very much appreciated him volunteering his time!  Thanks also to the school parents who assisted 
with organising and setting up for the evening. People put their hands up to assist with cleaning the complex, 
setting up tables, sourcing donations, shopping, cleaning chairs, organising the catering, and the list goes on. 
The following people all contributed to the success of the night, and P&F would like to say “Thank You” to: 
Michelle & Glenn Kramer, Anita Kane, Catherine Chibnall, Holly & Matt Clark, Jo Finnegan, Lorelle Griffin, 
Ash Johnston, Emma Morvell (& friend Sue), Renee Barling, Katherine Myers, Liz Charles, and Meg Humm.  
The Parents & Friends Committee would also like to thank the Learmonth Complex for allowing us to use the 
facilities, and to Paul Ryan, Learmonth local, for assisting us with access to the building on multiple occasions 
and helping us to set up and pack up.   
 
Literacy Resources 
Lastly on a separate note, during the month of August, the Parents & Friends Committee allocated another 
$800 to purchase more books for the 2023 school literacy program at the request of Miss Bilton. These books 
will complete a two-year literacy program cycle, which compliments and adds to the resources Parents & 
Friends previously purchased earlier this year and last year. Thank you to Miss Bilton for her work in this 
space and we appreciate her enthusiasm towards and commitment to the literacy program at MBPS! 

OCTOBER 
Friday 28th Playgroup 
 
NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Tuesday 8th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
Thursday 10th Spring Fete 
Tuesday 15th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
Friday 18th Playgroup 
Friday 18th Crazy Hair Day  
Monday 21st Curriculum Day-pupil free 
Tuesday 29th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 1st Walk-a-Thon 
Monday 5th Years 5/6 bike ride 
Tuesday 6th Prep Transition 9.00am to 1pm  
Thursday 8th Year 6 treat day (TBC) 
Friday 9th Blowhard’s Got Talent 
Tuesday 13th Prep Transition 9.00am to 2.30pm 
Tuesday 13th Year 6 to 7 transition day 
Thursday 15th Christmas Concert 
Friday 16th Playgroup 
Friday 16th School reports emailed home 
Monday 19th Class parties 
Tuesday 20th Last day of the school year, 1:30 pm finish 

 
2023 Dates for the Diary 
 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 10th February, Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
 
APRIL 
Wednesday 5th, Movie Night 
Thursday 6th, Last day of term-2:30 pm finish 

2022 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



Friday 18th 

November 
 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


