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Welcome to Term 4! A long term, with plenty packed in for our students! My family and I certainly enjoyed the 
sunshine and warm water in Queensland! A little different to the rain and wind I can see outside my office window at 
the minute.  A big thank you to Mrs Box and all staff for keeping the school ticking along seamlessly in my absence. 
Also, to the Parents and Friends and parent volunteers who supported the very successful school production and 
whole school camp.  
 
Planning for 2023 
It is hard to believe that as a staff we are about to commence planning for the 2023 school year. If you are moving 
house and know that your child will not be attending school at Mount Blowhard Primary School, please inform the 
school. If you have a child starting Foundation next year and have not yet completed the enrolment forms, please 
contact the school.   
Enrolments do impact staffing, programs and the structure of a school (particularly in small schools), so early 
notification of enrolments in or out of the school is greatly appreciated.  
The Consultative Committee, which in a small school often consists of all staff, has commenced formal meetings to 
discuss the possible school structure and programs to be offered in 2023. A great deal of time and professional 
knowledge and judgement is involved in this process to ensure we can best serve the community with the resources 
(human, financial and physical) available to us.  
 
Years 4-6 Attitudes to School Survey 
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to 
assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students in Years 4-6 
were asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and 
life in general.  
There is much to be proud of at MBPS. As always, there are always areas we seek to improve and this is generally 
reflected in the School Strategic Plan (SSP) and Annual Implementation Plan (AIP).  
The survey results below are based on positive endorsement. Meaning the percentage of students who scored the 
question or statement a 4 out of 5 (agree) or a 5 out of 5 (strongly agree).  
 
Our results are then compared to similar schools, the network (Central Highlands) and the state.  

Stimulating learning, 83% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state.  

• My teacher makes the work we do in class interesting 

• My teacher makes learning fun 
 

Differentiated learning challenge, 87% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state.  

• My teacher understands how I learn 

• My teacher helps me to do my best 

• My teacher gives extra help when students need it 
 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



Self-regulation and goal setting 86% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state.  

• I try very hard at school / I try my best at school  

• I ask my teacher for help when I find my work difficult 
 

Teacher concern 87% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state. 

• My teacher cares about how I am feeling / My teacher looks after me 

• My teacher seems to know if something is bothering me 

• I can talk to my teacher if something is worrying me 
 

Respect for diversity 84% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state. 

• All students are treated fairly at this school 

• It is okay to be different at this school 
 

Sense of inclusion 90% positive endorsement. Above similar schools, network and state. 

• I have lots of chances to be part of class activities 

• I have friends at this school 

• My teacher makes me feel like I matter 

• My teacher makes sure all students feel included 

 
Principal’s Award 
Julius Humm for being thoughtful and using delightful manners.  

 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
Welcome back       I really can’t believe how fast this year has flown and that the Preps are nearly finished their first 
year of school. We have jumped straight back into learning this week. In Spelling, we focused on learning two ways to 
write the long ‘e’ sound in the middle of words – ‘ee’ and ‘ea’. Our irregular words (or tricky words) were ‘come’ and 
‘some’.  
In Reading, we started learning about kings and queens. We have been learning all about a king and queen’s 
responsibilities, what a crown prince or princess is and some advantages and disadvantages of being a child in the 
royal family. Our vocabulary words were - royal, advantages, treasures and merry. 
In Writing, we have been learning how to write the first sentence of a story. We know we must include an adjective, 
a character, and a setting in the first sentence. We also started learning about fragments compared to sentences. This 
is important knowledge for students to have as we often use fragments in our day-to-day speech, but they have no 
place in our writing.  
In Science, we have started a new topic called ‘On the Move’ where students will explore different ways objects can 
move and the best surfaces for them to do so.  
 
I hope everyone had a lovely break and is looking forward to all the fun that comes with Term 4. 

Miss Bilton       
   

Year 1/2 
It has been a productive week of learning in the Year 1/2 classroom. In reading, we started a new unit of 
work that explores ancient Greece civilisation. The whole class has really engaged with learning about the 
different gods and goddesses, as each one has his/her own super-hero power!  
Vocab words this week included: civilisation, independently, summoned, mission and grand.  
In Maths, the class has revised their place value understanding by playing engaging maths games to build 
fluency. We have also learned two new efficient strategies that use a knowledge of place value, ‘add 10’ and 
‘take 10’. Some students were also extended by learning the useful ‘make 10… then add’ strategy. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  
 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
 
It is hard to believe we are in Term 4 already. I hope everyone is well rested 
after such a busy term. This week, the 3/4s have settled back into routine 
well. In Writing, they have practiced using the laptops to type out a 
recount of their holidays. We have also practiced expanding our sentences 
to include more information and detail.  
In Reading, we have begun our new unit on the text ‘Treasure Island’. 
Students have learnt 6 new vocab words through our text, they are: loot, 
driving, stun, ransack, brim and captivate. In Morphology, the 3/4s have 
learnt about two new prefixes mis- and sub-. 
In Maths, students have been continuing to review previously learned 
content, such as their timetables. They have also been learning about data 

collection and representation. Maths Mates homework was sent home this week, just a reminder that they are due 
each Friday. We had a STEM session earlier in the week, students were given a square of foil and had to make a boat 
that would float and be able to hold the weight of a coin. The 3/4s enjoyed the challenge (see pictures). 
Home reading has also started. Students need to record the title of their book and the number of pages they read. 
They also need a parent signature at the end of the week.  
 

Miss McPherson       

         

         

Year 5/6 
It has been a great first week back. The Year 5 and 6 students have been excited to share the fun things they did on 
the holidays.  
In Reading, we begun our new class text,  The Night They Stormed Eureka. This is a non-fiction text based around the 
Eureka stockade and the gold rush.  The students are interested in reading about some very important events that 
happened in Australia’s history so close to home.  
We have started to organise the Spring Fete, to say we are excited about it is an understatement. Spring Fete will take 
place on Thursday 10th November and we have our fingers crossed for some nicer weather this year. Everyone have 
brainstormed storm ideas and ran a proposal passed Mr Walsh and I.  
As a part of our Writing, we are drafting letters to local businesses for donations to help lower costs to families for 
stall items and prizes. Over the next couple of weeks, all students will bring home a letter about their stalls and what 
they are required to contribute. I thank all families in advance for helping to make this event successful.  
In Maths, Year 5/6 students are working hard on percentages. We have been learning to convert fractions to 
percentages. This is a tricky and extended concept that everyone has been proud to learn.  
 
Thanks for the first week guys!  
 
Mrs Box ☺ 



         

 
 

OCTOBER 
Friday 7th Family Musical Bingo Night 
Sunday 9th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am  
 
NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 1st Melbourne Cup public holiday 
Tuesday 8th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
Thursday 10th Spring Fete 
Tuesday 15th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
Friday 18th Crazy Hair Day  
Monday 21st Curriculum Day-pupil free 
Tuesday 29th Prep Transition 9 to 11 am 
 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 1st Walk-a-Thon 
Monday 5th Years 5/6 bike ride 
Tuesday 6th Prep Transition 9.00am to 1pm  
Thursday 8th Year 6 treat day (TBC) 
Friday 9th Blowhard’s Got Talent 
Tuesday 13th Prep Transition 9.00am to 2.30pm 
Tuesday 13th Year 6 to 7 transition day 
Thursday 15th Christmas Concert 
Friday 16th School reports emailed home 
Monday 19th Class parties 
Tuesday 20th Last day of the school year, 1:30 pm finish 

 
2023 Dates for the Diary 
 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 10th February, Curriculum Day (pupil free) 
 

2022 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



APRIL 
Wednesday 5th, Movie Night 
Thursday 6th, Last day of term-2:30 pm finish 

 

Friday 18th November 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


