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Book Week 
The school gymnasium was full of colour and excitement for the annual Book 
Parade. The children looked amazing in their costumes, as did the staff! It was 
great to have a lovely audience in attendance to share and celebrate the joy of 
reading and the parade with. Thank you staff and families for supporting the Book 
Parade! 
 

Production 
As you are aware, the school production will take place at Mount Rowan Secondary College from 6:00 pm-7:00 pm on 
Thursday 15th September. Costumes will be provided by Curtain Call. 
Tickets are $5 per person. School students are free of charge. Zelma has emailed the booking details.  
Parents and Friends will be running a raffle and door prize on the night. They will also be organising tea and coffee 
following the production.  
More details to follow closer to the big event! 
 
Healthy Minds 
At the centre of the Department’s Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) model is wellbeing. In the past, 
it has been just learning at the centre. The importance of wellbeing and its correlation with positive learning 
environments has been prioritised and given equal weighting. As it should! 
 

 
 
Following a Zoom meeting with Healthy Minds, I am excited to be able to source professional learning around 
wellbeing for 2023. This would not have been possible without the Department’s new Mental Health Fund reform and 
the associated dollar investment. Staff will have a full curriculum day on February 10th with Healthy Minds (they work 
Australia wide and globally). Parent seminars will also be offered.  
At this stage, the staff day will include: 

• Understanding and Overcoming Anxiety: Having a Healthy Mind 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



• Creating Healthy Minds 

• Seven Secrets to a Healthy Mind 

• Building School Connectedness 
A little sample of the workshop Understanding and Overcoming Anxiety: Having a Healthy Mind: 

• A clear understanding of what anxiety is, where it comes from, and what to do about it 

• The distinction between ‘normal’ and ‘clinical’ anxious states 

• 5 things everybody needs to know about anxiety 

• The ‘Great Mistake’ (the most common obstacle that impedes a robust psychology) 

• How 2 core ingredients can overcome anxiety in any individual 

• The fundamental link between overcoming anxiety and building confidence 

• A comprehensive checklist for what teachers can do 

• Tips for creating a classroom culture to reduce the incidence of anxiety in your school. 
 
At this stage, the three parent presentations will include: 

• Pathways to a Healthy Mind: The keys to resilience, mental health and wellbeing from early childhood onwards 

• Seven Secrets to a Healthy Mind 

• Understanding and Overcoming Anxiety in Kids: Having a Healthy Mind 
 
To find out more, visit: Healthy Minds Education & Training (healthymindsprogram.com) 

 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and 
positive efforts and behaviours of the children. Well-done, everyone!  

 
 
Principal’s Award 
Yr 5/6s: For their active participation, support and encouragement of each 
other during their Kelly Sports session. 

 
 
  
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
 
It has been a busy fortnight in the Prep classroom as always. In Reading, we finished our unit on farms and changed to 
a text focus. We read ‘Slug Needs A Hug’ and discussed the author’s message in the story. We figured out that the 
author’s message was to love yourself the way you are and not feel like you need to change. We then listened to a 
book written by children about their favourite part of themselves. We made our own page with what we like about 
us.  
In Writing, we have been focussing on understanding the role of the connecting words ‘because’ and ‘but’ in sentences. 
We know that ‘because’ tells us a reason why something happened and ‘but’ changes the direction of a sentence. We 
have been turning simple sentences into because and but sentences.  
In Maths, we learnt about minus and how to write subtraction problems using the vertical algorithm. We also learnt 
about weight and practised adding and taking 1 from a number to improve our speed and accuracy.  
Well done to the Preps on their Book Week costumes, they all looked fantastic!!  
 
Students of The Week: 
Emmy for trying your best with learning tasks 
Matilda for working hard to solve subtraction problems  
 

Have a great weekend       
Miss Bilton   

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

https://www.healthymindsprogram.com/


Year 1/2 
It has been a fabulous week of learning in the Year 1/2 classroom! We have been reading a book of nonsense fairy 
tales with students making comparisons between the traditional and the nonsense version. Vocab words this fortnight: 
nonsense, satisfied, supposed, unbelievably, fabulous, dependable, awful.  
In Writing, the students have been working on descriptive writing. We took clip boards and pencils outside under the 
cypress trees to describe what a magical forest might ‘look like…’, ‘sound like…’ and ‘feel like...’ Back in class, these 
notes were used to describe a magical forest from a picture prompt. In Maths, we have been working with number 
lines, skip counting and describing number patterns. 
  
Student of the week:  
Fletcher for his hard work in spelling. 
Sylvia for her confident presentation in class. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  

Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
We have had a fantastic fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. Students are continuing to enjoy the swimming program and 
look forward to going each week. In Reading, we are continuing to study our class novel ‘Nim’s Island’.  
In Writing, we have been learning about adverbs and how we can use them to expand our sentences. As a part of Book 
Week, we have been writing our own stories and plan to publish them by the end of the week.  
In Maths, we have learnt some strategies for solving our six times tables. We practise our times tables daily to assist 
in building fluency. We have also been learning about decimals, including tenths and hundredths. This week we have 
been learning about money and calculating change.  
The 3/4s really enjoyed Book Week and dressing up as their favourite characters. 
 
Student of the week: 
Sam for his wonderful efforts in his camp writing. 
Cleo for her enthusiasm and energy during concert practice 

Miss McPherson       

         

 



Year 5/6 
The last fortnight has flown. It has been a busy time throughout the school and the kids are having a great 
time with all the extra activities.  
Production practice is going well in the 5/6 classroom. Students are remembering their lines and dances. The 
work they have all done with the dances is amazing. We look forward to showing it all off in a few weeks.  
Book week was a great day. I was so pleased to see all of the Yr 5/6 students dressed up and enjoying the 
parade. We read a couple of short-listed picture books on Wednesday and Mrs A had some great activities 
in Art.  
In Writing, we have looked at the formation of paragraphs in different types of writing genres. We have 
explored speaking verbs and punctuating conjunctions correctly in our sentences. We made travelling 
stories, where students added to other people’s work, with their own ideas. Students then edited their 
own and other students work as well as discovering the importance of legible handwriting.  
In Maths, we have been working on dividing and multiplying decimals. What seemed like a tricky concept, 
has surprised everyone in being much simpler than it seems.  
A few big weeks ahead, try to have early nights and be ready for each day! Not long until holidays! 
 
Student of the week: 
Thomas for his fantastic work in writing and angles. 
Ben for his wonderful paragraph writing when adding to Tom’s Midnight Garden. 
 
Mrs Box ☺ 

 

      

 

 

 

The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer run group that 

meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. Anyone is welcome to come 

along to the playgroup, you don’t have to be a current parent of the school! 

If you would like more information on playgroup, please contact Anita on    

0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup are: 

• Friday 2nd September 9.00am 

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

CHINESE 

Chinese Character Painted Biscuits 
To celebrate the students hard work this 
term, we will be decorating biscuits with 
Chines characters during our Chinese 
lessons in week 9. If your child cannot eat 
any of the following ingredients, please 
inform your class teacher or myself. 
 
Ms Tian. 



With Spring and warmer weather just around the corner, along with several school and social activities coming up, 
there is lots to be excited about at this time of year. Our upcoming Father’s Day event promises to be a fun evening 
and a great opportunity to catch up. We are also looking forward to Musical Bingo and will be encouraging families to 
book a spot thru Zelma prior to the end of Term 3. 
 
In early August, for the second time this year, P&F again provided assistance at the local Ascot Hall Dance. P&F would 
like to thank Katherine Myers, Anita Kane, Jane McErlain and Catherine Chibnall for volunteering their time to man 
the door, sell raffle tickets and serve supper.  From this event we raised $184. 
 

 
Over the last month, P&F have been enthusiastically awaiting the 
arrival of resources purchased for the school.  We were very pleased 
to hear from Robert Walsh that the two new soccer goals placed on 
order have arrived.  When time permits, these will be assembled, 
ready for the kids to enjoy.  P&F also contributed over $200 towards 
the purchase of new books, organised by Jonathan Nettelbeck.   Non-
fiction decodable readers are on their way, and a set of 16 Ancient 
Myth books have arrived and will support the middle school 
curriculum activities relating to Greek Mythology. 
 
 
 

The P&F Committee receive a great deal of joy in seeing fundraising money translate directly to resources that the 
children benefit from.  Please join us or get in contact if you wish to be involved in P&F, or if you have ideas for 
fundraising goals. 

 

 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS  



SEPTEMBER 

Thursday 1st swimming for Yr 3-6 students 
Thursday 8th last swimming session for Yr 3-6 students 
Thursday 8th & Friday 9th Whole school Log Cabin Camp – Creswick 
Monday 12th Curriculum Day – Student Free 
Thursday 15th Whole school production at 6.00pm to 7.00pm  
Friday 16th Last day of Term, 2.30pm finish 
 
OCTOBER 
Monday 3rd Term 4 commences 
Friday 7th Family Musical Bingo Night 
Sunday 9th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am  
 

2023 Dates for the Diary 
 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 10th February, Curriculum Day (pupil free)-TBC 
 
APRIL 
Wednesday 5th, Movie Night 
Thursday 6th, last day of term-2:30 pm finish 

 
If you have a 2023 Prep enrolment, we would 
really appreciate you filling it out and dropping it 
in at the office ASAP as we are busy planning for 
2023 school year. 
   

 

 
  
 

 

2022 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

2022 SCHOOL CONCERT – Booking  

2023 PREP ENROLMENTS  


