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Narmbool Camp 
Last week, I had the pleasure of attending Narmbool Camp. It was an extremely engaging and enjoyable camp.  
The children made the most of every opportunity provided. The camp was a great opportunity for fun and personal 
growth. Well-done to all involved!  
 
2022 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The 
Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 
that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behavior, and student engagement. We encourage all families to participate in this survey. Our school will use the 
survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Tuesday 16th August to Friday 16th 
September. All families are invited to participate in the survey. 
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available 
in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, 
Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
Teaching & Learning 
We continue to have schools contact us to observe our programs. This is testament to the evidence-based programs 
we are working so hard to deliver at this school, and the amazing capacity of our staff.  
Students at the school engage in daily retrieval practice as part of their literacy and numeracy lessons.  
“Retrieval practice” is a learning strategy where we focus on getting information out. Through the act of retrieval, or 
calling information to mind, our memory for that information is strengthened and forgetting is less likely to occur. 
Retrieval practice is a powerful strategy for improving academic performance without more technology, money, or 
class time. 
 
Established by nearly 100 years of research, retrieval practice is a simple learning technique that is easy to implement, 
with lasting results. In order to improve learning, we must approach it through a new lens – let’s focus not on getting 
information “in,” but on getting information “out.” 
 
What is retrieval practice? 
Retrieval practice is a strategy in which calling information to mind subsequently enhances and boosts learning. 
Deliberately recalling information forces us to pull our knowledge “out” and examine what we know. For instance, I 

ACTING PRINCIPALS REPORT 

Our School Vision 
Our School Vision is to ensure that all students achieve their academic, social, emotional and physical 
potential in a supportive and purposeful learning environment, where our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Excellence and Kindness underpin all interactions. Our school believes in high expectations 
for all students in an atmosphere of care and support. We are committed to preparing our students to be 
creative, adaptable and responsible citizens of both their local and global community. 
 



might have thought that I knew who the fourth U.S. President was, but I can’t be sure unless I try to come up with the 
answer myself (it was James Madison). Often, we think we’ve learned some piece of information, but we come to 
realise we struggle when we try to recall the answer. It’s precisely this “struggle” or challenge that improves our 
memory and learning – by trying to recall information, we exercise or strengthen our memory, and we can also identify 
gaps in our learning.  
 
Why does retrieval practice improve learning? 
Again, when we think about learning, we typically focus on getting information into students’ heads. Teachers might 
lecture, show videos, encourage note taking, and/or provide review sheets. Students often study by re-reading their 
textbooks, highlighting information, and/or reviewing their notes. In both of these situations, the focus is on getting 
information “in,” with the hope that it sticks. We’ve all had the experience of feeling like these methods work – if I 
cram, and re-read, and study my notes, I feel fairly confident that I know the information. And indeed, cramming pays 
off – we tend to do well on a test. So what’s the problem? 

 
Challenging learning leads to long-term learning 
Retrieval practice makes learning effortful and challenging. Because retrieving information requires mental effort, we 
often think we are doing poorly if we can’t remember something. We may feel like progress is slow, but that’s when 
our best learning takes place. The more difficult the retrieval practice, the better it is for long-term learning. For 
instance, recalling an answer to a science question improves learning to a greater extent than looking up the answer 
in a textbook. And having to actually recall and write down an answer to a flashcard improves learning more than 
thinking that you know the answer and flipping the card over prematurely. Struggling to learn – through the act of 
“practicing” what you know and recalling information – is much more effective than re-reading, taking notes, or 
listening to lectures. Slower, effortful retrieval leads to long-term learning. In contrast, fast, easy strategies only lead 
to short-term learning. 
 
Students of the Fortnight 
Student of the week certificates acknowledge the individual strengths and positive efforts and behaviours of the 
children. Well-done, everyone!  

 
 
Principal’s Award 
Jack Joiner: For being super helpful during camp, and ensuring the dining room was spotless! 
Flynn Basham-Chibnall: For his beautiful manners when expressing his gratitude for the camp experience.   
 
Robert Walsh - Acting Principal  

Prep 
It has been an exciting fortnight in the Prep classroom! This week we celebrated 100 Days of School. We imagined 
what life as a 100 year old would be like and wrote about the things we thought we would be doing. We made some 
crowns and decorated a biscuit with the number 100 on it. It was a very fun day!  
In Reading, we have been learning about plants and farms. We have been learning about all the animals on a farm and 
how farmers look after them.  

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 



In Writing, we have been expanding sentences by adding ‘because’ and ‘but’. We learnt that because adds a reason 
why something happened and but changes the direction of a sentence. We have also been using the knowledge from 
our farm texts to write sentences.  
In Maths, we have learnt all the ways to make 5. We have also been learning positional language to describe the 
position of something. In Science, we continued to learn about what plants need to survive. Each students planted 
herb seeds and we will watch them grow for the rest of the term.  
 
Student of the week:  
Eva for her enthusiastic attitude towards school 

 

Have a great weekend       
Miss Bilton   

Year 1/2 
 
It has been a busy week in the Year 1/2 classroom with the class straight back to learning after the Year 2 camp. We are 
fortunate to have Ms Byron in our classroom for a four-week teaching round. It is always helpful having an extra adult 
in the classroom, but she also brings fresh ideas and energy. 
In Reading, we have been learning about insects. Vocab words this week are: destructive, transparent and mimicry. In 
Writing, the students have been working on starting sentences with when and where phases.  
In Maths, we have been learning to recognise simple fractions of a shape, and calculating simple fractions of a small 
collection of items. 
 
Student of the week 
Paddy for his superb descriptive writing. 
 
Mr Nettelbeck  

Year 3/4 Newsletter Report 
 
We have had a wonderful fortnight in the 3/4 classroom. Last week the Year 2/3/4 students set off on their camp to 
Narmbool. Students enjoyed hunting for critters, classifying their findings, night walks, hut building and bonding with 
their classmates. It was a rewarding experience for all and everyone should be very proud of how they represented 
our school.  
In Maths, we have learnt about capacity and are beginning to learn about decimals. In Writing, we have been 
recounting our experiences on camp and presented a good copy as a poster.  
In Reading, we have been continuing our class novel ‘Nim’s Island’, we are very engaged in the story. We have also 
been practising fluency each day. This week the 3/4s have worked on ‘character expression’ and reading a short 
passage like a person who is very happy. We have also had a go at reading the same passage but as someone who is 
tired and grumpy. Student of the week is Michelle for always approaching every task with a positive attitude. 
 
Student of the week: 
Michelle for always approaching every task with a positive attitude. 
 

Miss McPherson       

     

 



Year 5/6 
Over the last fortnight, year 5/6 students have worked really hard and completed some amazing tasks.  
In reading, we have continued reading our class novel, Tom's Midnight Garden. This text is more complex 
than others read this year, but we are working our way through it and finding out a lot of new information.  
In writing, students have researched and produced an information report about an Australian Artist, mostly 
focused on Indigenous artists. The writing was well thought out and the posters they have created look 
great.  
We have been working really hard in Maths over the last few weeks, diving into more complex year 5/6 
tasks. We have continued exploring fractions and decimals and also begun working with different angles.  
Our time rehearsing with Narelle from Curtain Call has so far been really fun. Students have been committed 
to learning their dances as well as lines for some. I cannot believe how quickly all the students have piked 
up the dances. Keep it up guys! 
 
Student of the week: 
Max for her commitment to his learning, especially writing and math. 

Mrs Box ☺ 

PE this term. 
Students have started the term well participating and practicing the following skills and sports. 

Prep-Kicking 
1/2 – Kicking 
3/4- Netball 
5/6- Netball 

We all enjoyed having our 2 hour lesson last week with year 2-4 at camp. 
Next week Year 3-6 will move into AFL with the coaches from Kelly Sport coming out to run incursions. These 

sessions will continue until the end of term while I am on leave. 
 

      

    

Students started Art this Term by visiting the Ballarat Art Gallery. They learnt about Aboriginal Art and 

viewed a variety of modern and traditional artwork. Students created birds using ochre paint and also 

learnt some Aboriginal dances. Was fantastic to see everyone participate and enjoy themselves. 

We have been focusing on Indigenous Art so far this Term and learning about how Aboriginals used 

symbols to tell stories in their Artwork. Students created their own stories using the symbols on the 

wings of an owl. It was great to hear the students tell and explain their stories. Grade Prep and 1 worked 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Art News 



collaboratively to create a rainbow serpent which is on display in the gym. The next few weeks we will 

be creating Art linked to Book Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        
Book Week Dress Up Day 
Wednesday the 24th of August. Come dressed as your favourite 
book character. Book Week parade in the gym at 9:05am, 
parents welcome  

 

 

 

CBCA BOOK WEEK 

CHINESE 



The Blowhard Community Playgroup is a brilliant, volunteer 

run group that meets here at in the MBPS meeting room. 

Anyone is welcome to come along to the playgroup, you 

don’t have to be a current parent of the school! If you 

would like more information on playgroup, please contact 

Anita on    0466 698 703. The upcoming dates for playgroup 

are: 

• Friday 2nd September 9.00am 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mt BLOWHARD COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 

NARMBOOL CAMP 



 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 8th & Friday 9th Whole school Log Cabin Camp – Creswick 
Monday 12th Curriculum Day – Student Free 
Thursday 15th Whole school production at 6.30pm  
Friday 16th Last day of Term, 2.30pm finish 
 
October 
Monday 3rd Term 4 commences 
Friday 7th Family Musical Bingo Night 
Sunday 9th Working bee, 10:00 am-11:30 am 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 



  

If you have a 2023 Prep enrolment, we would really 
appreciate you filling it out and dropping it in at the 
office ASAP as we are busy planning for 2023 school 
year. 

2022 SCHOOL CONCERT – Booking  

2023 PREP ENROLMENTS  



  

 
 


